
Time Event Location Time Event Location
9:00 AM Turkish Instrumental Music 9:00 AM Turkish Instrumental Music

12:30 PM Istanbul 2010
European Capital of Culture 

(English) Video

White Tent 12:30 PM Istanbul 2010
European Capital of Culture 

(English) Video

White Tent

12:45 PM Istanbul 2010
European Capital of Culture 

(French) Video

White Tent 12:45 PM Istanbul 2010
European Capital of Culture 

(French) Video

White Tent

3:00 PM Karagöz & Hacivat Puppet 
Show

White Tent 3:00 PM Karagöz & Hacivat Puppet 
Show

White Tent

3:45 PM Bulgarian Folk Dance Group 
Rodina 

Main Stage 3:45 PM Whirling Dervishes of Rumi Main Stage

4:15 PM Polish Dance Group Vistula Main Stage

4:45 PM Fruits of Dialogue Video
presented by Canadian Institute of 

Intercultural Dialogue (CIID)

White Tent

5:15 PM Fruits of Dialogue Video
presented by Canadian Institute of 

Intercultural Dialogue (CIID)

White Tent

Demonstration Times in Permanent Exhibits
Turkish Pottery (1:45 pm, 3:45 pm, 5:45 pm, 7:45 pm) Water Marbling - Ebru (2:15 pm, 4:15 pm , 6:15 pm, 8:15 pm)
Turkish Calligraphy (2:45 pm, 4:45pm, 6:45 pm, 8:45pm)

Noon Noon Whirling Dervishes of RumiWhirling Dervishes of Rumi

Saturday, July 24, 2010

Main Stage

Sunday, July 25, 2010

8:00 PM Evren Main Stage

Murat Toy5:45 PM

6:45 PM

7:15 PM Turkish Youth Folk Dance 
and Music Ensemble 

Karagöz & Hacivat Puppet 
Show

1:00 PM

Whirling Dervishes of Rumi3:15 PM

Main Stage

4:15 PM

3:15 PMMain Stage

1:45 PM Murat Toy Main Stage 1:45 PM

Main Stage

Main Stage

Turkish Youth Folk Dance 
and Music Ensemble 

1:00 PMTurkish Youth Folk Dance 
and Music Ensemble 

8:00 PM Murat Toy Main Stage

Main Stage

Main Stage

Turkish Youth Folk Dance 
and Music Ensemble 

Evren5:30 PM

White Tent

Main Stage

6:45 PM Turkish Youth Folk Dance 
and Music Ensemble 

Murat Toy Main Stage

5:00 PM Turkish Youth Folk Dance 
and Music Ensemble 

7:30 PM Karagöz & Hacivat Puppet 
Show

Presentation on Whirling 
Dervishes Ceremony

White Tent

Main Stage

Main Stage

Main Stage

White Tent



Whirling Dervishes of Rumi 
They perform their praise of God in the form of a "dance" 
and music ceremony called the Sema, which involves the 
whirling from which the order acquired its nickname. The 
Sema represents a mystical journey of man's spiritual 
ascent through mind and love to "Perfect". Turning 
towards the truth, the follower grows through love, 
deserts his ego, finds the truth and arrives at the 
"Perfect". He then returns from this spiritual journey as a 
man who has reached maturity and a greater perfection, 
so as to love and to be of service to the whole of creation. 
The Sema was practised in the semahane (ritual hall) 
according to a precisely prescribed symbolic ritual with the 
dervishes whirling in a circle around their sheikh, who is 
the only one circling around his axis. The Sema is 
performed by spinning on the right foot. The dervishes 
wear a white gown (symbol of death), a wide black cloak 
(symbol of the grave) and a high brown cap (symbol of the 
tombstone).  
 
Murat Toy 
A Festival classic, Toronto Turkish singer Murat Toy will be 
performing Turkish Pop, Folk, Classical, Fantasy and 
Arabesque songs. Murat has published three albums to 
date and is a popular invitee to celebratory events. 
 
Evren 
Evren Ozdemir known by his stage name EVREN, is a 
Canadian rapper, producer, and songwriter. Writing music 
since the early age of 13, Evren began to capture the 
interest of various industry professionals, leading to his 
involvement in writing material for hit television series 
including Degrassi: The Next Generation, Instant Star, 
Billable Hours, and The Best Years. As well as licensing 
material for TV shows, Evren began composing songs for 
national advertising campaigns including Toyota, Telus, 
and Rogers. In 2002 Evren won the ISC People's Voice 
Online Voting Award for co-writing the Degrassi: The Next 
Generation theme song, “Whatever It Takes”. He has also 
worked on spots for Artists Against Racism, as well as 
voice work for Kelloggs, Nike, and McDonalds, among 
others. Despite his involvement in the TV and advertising 
world, Evren's primary focus drew him towards working 
on longer format projects for various artists and singers, 
including his own records, Conflict of Interest (2002), 
Unknown MC (2004), I Think Not (2008) and his latest up 
and coming release, A Little Bit of Love (2010). After years 
of working on both independent productions, as well as 
higher profile campaigns, Evren’s work as a songwriter 
came to fruition when he wrote the hit song "We Could Be 
The Same" for Turkish mega band, maNga, which went on 
to place 2nd in the international European song contest 
Eurovision in 2010. 
 

Turkish Youth Folk Dance and Music Ensemble  
The Youth Folk Dance and Music Ensemble is supported by 
Turkey’s Ministry of Culture and Tourism – General 
Directorate of Fine Arts. The Ensemble will be traveling all 
the way from Turkey to Ottawa to perform at the Ottawa 
Turkish Festival, providing festival attendees and cultural 
tourists with a rare opportunity to see genuine Turkish 
folk dance performed live. The Ensemble performs the 
traditional dances of Turkey and represents traditional 
Turkish arts and culture through its traditional dances and 
its vibrant colours, costumes, and folk instruments. The 
rich culture of Anatolia, an important part of the folk 
music and authentic folk dance forms of our natural 
environment, is compiled from research conducted by the 
Ministry of Culture Authority. The Ensemble has gained 
international acclaim by performing both domestically and 
internationally, including performances in Japan, Korea, 
Greece, and many European countries. They will feature 
dances from the Thrace, Marmara, Black Sea, Aegean, 
Central Anatolia, Eastern Anatolia, South Eastern Anatolia 
regions and not to mention the Whirling Dervishes of 
Rumi. 
 

Bulgarian Folk Dance Group Rodina 
The rich Bulgarian folklore is the source for the group’s 
repertoire. It includes dances and songs from different 
ethnographic regions of Bulgaria: the playfulness of Misia, 
the swift as the wind rhythms of Shopluka, the passionate 
warm-heartedness of sunny Thrace, and the romantic 
rebel spirit of the Pirin Mountains. 
 

Polish Dance Group Vistula 
The Polish Theater Group is a nonprofit organization 
established in 1953 in Ottawa. The Group strives to 
preserve and promote Polish Culture and Heritage 
through concerts and performances. The group has 
performed over 200 public shows in Ontario and Quebec. 
Now, the Polish dance Group “Vistula” the section of the 
Polish Theater under the direction of Ms. Stefania 
Baraniak has the honor of performing at the Turkish 
Festival. 
 

Karagöz and Hacivat Puppet Show 
Karagöz (meaning blackeye in Turkish) and Hacivat are the 
lead characters of the traditional Turkish shadow play, 
popularized during the Ottoman period. The central 
theme of the plays are the contrasting interaction 
between the two main characters: Karagöz represents the 
illiterate but straightforward public, whereas Hacivat 
belongs to the educated class, speaking Ottoman Turkish 
and using a poetical and literary language. Karagöz's 
native wit always gets the better of Hacivat's learning (but 
his money-making ventures always fail). Artist: Mr. Suat 
Veral 


