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W FIVE QUESTIONS

Let’s talk Turkey

The Ditawa Turkish Festival was eele-
birated from B am. o8 pm, on Saturday and
Sunday at Confoderation Park.

Thousands gathered towatch Turkish folk
dances, the Whirling Dervish of Rumi, eal-
lgraphy and palnting demonstrations,
browse through Turkish jewelry, handi
erafts and pillows and, of course, eat. From
kbt and donalrs to vegetarlan and olive
oil dishes, festival-goers also tucked into
Turkish ravioli, Turkish coffes and Turkish
Diefight.

Organized by the Canad lan Turkish Heri-
mge Foundation, this was the group's sec
ond anmual festival

We spoke with CTHF organizer Kertin
Khan to learn more

6, How long has the CTHF been around?
A. The association is fnlrly recent. Our
primary activity & organizing the Oawa
Turkish Festival, which is really a yvear-
roand fob. We formed just over the past year,

G, How many members does the founda-
tion have?

A, Our foundation has an open member
shipc we don't collect membership dues or
anything ... Our aim is to promote Turkish
cilture, introduce Turkish culture lnto O
tawa and facilitate a dialogue in between
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carrununities. Those were our founding prin-
ciples. The Turkish community in Ottawa-
Gatinesu is around 2,600 people according
to StatsCan's katest census fgures,

@. Pulting on o festival is & lot of work.
‘What made the foundation decide to do this?

A, Ower the years we've been having come
munity pienics, communal dinners (and)
there was always the urge io share with the
greater community ... Last vear was the first
vear we it on the festival. We rented out
Confederation Park for one day and it wasa
gresit suecess, The suppart that we got from
the community enabled us to put it on for
twa days this vear.

. For people who missed the festival,
what would you like them 1o Know aboil
Turkish exliure?

A Lhink what jibes with people the miost
i5 food. Turkish cuisine is one of the most
distinet eulsines in the world, §i's really a
crossroads of western values, eastern val
wes.and the food sort of reflects that. You can
et o taste of both worlds. There are 8 varioty
of meat dishes lke kebob and donalr, Do-
nair sctually means “arcund iis owr axis” in
Turkish

& What Is the significance of the Whirling
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This week on Ottawa Living, we look back at
some of our favourite interviews including
a visit with Hawksley Workman and multimedia

artist Claudia Salguero.
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A RARE PAUSE: Ottawa Turkish Festival arganizer Kerim Khan poses for a pholo at Confedaration

Park on Saiurday

Dervish performance?

A, The whirling dervish's performance 1s
sort of a mystical pxperience.

There's a lat of symbaolism in the perdor
mance jtself, from the cloaks the perform-
ers wear to the gowns, to the hands, the right
painting upward; the left ook ing downward

and revolving around themselves.

It sort of slgnifles the oneness of God, that
man has come from God and will go back to
the enrth, and all we take with us is the white
cloak, signifying the simplicity of life.

— dAdrignne Ascah, 24 houws
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